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Is Bax--TYNE, Miniſters: 
of the Goſpels in Edinburgha 
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—F=z 0 U R Gracia Eſſays, in, Favours, 
of the Purity and Peace of this 


terwine a late Settlement in the 
College, and Another at the” Weſt-kirk, which 
were for a Time ſuſpe cted by you; to be cons 
frary to theſe valuableAntereſts, or at leaſt to 
be ſome other Way interfering with your In- 
tentions and Deſigns; have turned my Thought# 
towards you both on this Occaſion, as the moſt 
 Fioper' Perſons, to whom this knall Perſor- 
4 mances 


Church, by begihhing to! can 
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mance, ſuch” as it is, ſhould be dedicated; be. 
ing hopeful, that upon ſome further Peruſal of 


the two Sermons, on whichythir Obſervations 


are made, and a more full Conſi ideration of all | 


3 3 —— 4; 


Circumſtances, you will perceive ſome what 
both in them, and in the Author hereafter re- 


ferred to Which does very, little favour the Py- 


rity IP Peace of this Church and not much re- 
ſemble eicher that excellent Effay upon the 
Method of Goſpel-preaching,) or your. worthy 
Friend, who lately well filled that Chair, to 
which the ſaid Author would, with your good 


Aſliftance, . 2 0 ſucceed. | 8 4 
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IEE World; bm 1 will never be 
ſo wicked, as to imagine, that you have been 


influenc'd by any By sends and Views in your 


paſt Conduct, as to the Affair of Doctor Wiſg- 


art; the ſteady and unifirm Part you have al- 
ways been in uſe. to act, and your vigorous 


Oppoſition to the Tools of a Party, fo long as 
you found it convenient, leaves no Room for 


the molt Malicious to ſuſpeg, chat either the 
Fears 


m * . 
— ay 2» — A uy © [ Sol 


y 


DEDICATION 


Fears of loſing what you are already poſſeſt of, 
as the juſt Reward of your Merit, or the Hopes 
of procuring the Advancement of a Friend, 
will, in the leaft, biaſs your Judgment, c or make 
you ar all coldrife or indifferent as to the In- 
tereſts of Truth and Peace: And tho”, as Iam 
inform, 'd, you both voted for Mr. Wiſhart at 
the Moderation of the Call, not having then 
ſeen his Sermons, and ſo not appriz'd ofthe er- 
ron eous Doctrine deliver'd in them; yet now 
that you have come to the Knowledge of ir, 
and are Witneſles to the ſtrong Averſion of the 
Body of the Inhabitants, you need not be 
aſbam'd to alter your ConduR upon better In- 
formation. Lou know, *is not the firſt Time 
you have done ſo in the like Caſes, particu- 
larly when the Reverend Mr. G--die's Call to 
the Good Town was in Agitation, you were 
at firſt much againſt it, and vigorouſly oppos'd 
it; but upon better Information as to that 
Gatlcman' Character, and ſome other Cir- 
cumſtances, you both, voted for him at the 
Moderation. n 
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3 | quieſced in the Presbytery's Sentence, but ſigni- 
3" ied your Diſſatistaction with it, yet conlider- 
| ing your uſual Caution has kept you from | Jin- 
f _ ing in the Appeal, I flatter. myſelf chat upon 
i " Feruſal of the following Sheets, and conſiders 
| ing the preſent Situation of Affairs, you will 
i at leaſt, become leſs keen for the Doctor s Set- 
. tlement. He is a much younger Man, chan 
{| either of vou; 5 and I am much. of the Mind, 
4 that if he ſhould come ta be a Member of your 
. Fresbytery, he will fail as much in. his Reſpect 
i | to ſome Minifters of the oldeſt Standing, as 
1 ; the faid Presbytery lately did in their Election 
. of Members to the Ae, * 
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OBSERVATIONS 


b. n ae Sermons, 6. 


Ar will, RES be 8899 b tis of at 

E . Importince to the Intereſt and fort 

Hl this Church, chat thoſe who are Miniſters | 

Mil in Edinburgh eſpecially, ſiould be ſound | 

Sf in the Faith, and very circimfpe@ in their 

.Mangers and Converſation ; that they 

mould be ſuch as maintain no Doctrines 

cbm with our known Standards, not Allow tbemſely es 
in any Practices that by thele Standards ate condeniged: 


"WHETHER or tiot this be the Caſe" with Mr. ne 
will, 1 hope, pretty evidently appear from the following C S 


ſervations made upon two of his Sermons, printed and 


Kies d to the wb 5 which haye fallen into my 


Tur firſt 11 bad Mrd to kee, wit A ch d at b Ton 
the 3d Fully wats befote the 8 for Reformation of 
Man: 


. 


Manners, and has this 'Text prefix'd to it, 1/a. v. 20. Ho 
90 them that call Evil Good, &c, _ 


i VUrox reading the Text, and conſidering the Gs and 
| | 1 Nature of the Audience, I expected a good Bible · ſermon 


ö - #$ainft Sin and Wickedneſs, in Principle and Practice: I ima- 


1 5 Tick in denouncing the Judgments of GOD againft Sinners, 
| and ſetting in Array the Terrors of the LOR D before 
| their Eyes; I expected that, in Imitation of the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentites, he would have reaſoned of Righteouf® 
neſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as to make the Infidel Part of his Audience (if any ſuch 
there were) tremble, and have endeayour'd to perſuade Men, 
that however they may now roll Sin as a Sweet Morel 
under their Tongue, bide it and not forſake it, yet ſooner 
or latter their Meat in their Bowels will he turned ther e- 
by, and it will prove as the Gall of Asp, within them : 
That however they may now pleaſe themſelves with calling 
Evil Good and Good Evil, and acting as if there were no 
Difference between them, that yet it ſhould be ell w1ith the 
Righteous, and ill uith the Wicked in another Wor 
however it fared with them in this. In a Word, I expecte 
a he would have told his Hearers, that. Atbeiſin and Infidetity, 
3 in Principle and Practice, will involve * not only in tems 
. poral Incoveniencies, but alſo in eternal W Voe fad Nie | 


a gined our learned Doctor would have imploy'd his Rheto- 
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1 Bur this, it ſeems, is not à polite Way of Preaching ; ; 
'Y this is not the Way to promote à liberal Piety and Virtue, a 
1 - Reliſh, for true Goodneſs, and Savour. of. Honeſty, in the 
| Mind : For with him, the Awe of future Rewards and Pu- 
| niſnments, will be as ineffectual to the promoting any valu- 
| able Purpoſes of Religion or Morality, as 7Pbips and St 
| | gar-plumbs, unleſs the Nature and Juſtice of them be ex- 


plain'd ; curious Divinity ! but unknown in this Church be- 
fore ; 1 pray GOD we may never hear more of it: Fot 
my own Share, I am ſtill perſuaded, 'Fhat, ſeeing G O D, in 
his Word, has thought fit to addreſs himſelf to our Hapes 
aud Fears, the two great Springs 0 of our Actions ; ; and ſee- 
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(„ ““ * 


ing CHRIST and his Apoſtles make Uſe of the Hopes of 
Heaven, to engage Men to the Practice of their Duty, and of 
the Fears of Hell to deter them from Sin and Wickedneſs, I 
am ſtill perſuaded, I ſay, that theſe Motives are more likely 
to prevail towards the promoting a Reformation of Manners, 
than our Author's ſubtil and metaphyſical Reaſoning upon a 
Tafte, Beauty, Symetry, Self-enjoyment, and the like: And 
my Reaſon for it is, that I find the one made Uſe by the 
Spirit of GOD in ſacred Scripture, and the other by my Lord 
Shaftrburry, with whoſe Characteriſtict f our Author (if we 
may judge of him by his two Sermons) ſeems to be better 7 
acquainted than with his Bible, at leaſt he ſeems to have en- 
tred more into the Spirit of the one than of the other: And 1 
am hopeful, that any Judicatory of this Church, before w 
his Call may come, will think it more for our Intereſt 
Peace, that the old Way of Preaching be continued, than that 
this more modern and polite Way be introduced here, by the 
Example of ſo great a Name as the Principal of the College 
of Edinburgh, and a Minifter of the City. For however 
ſome may imagine, that this Kind of Doctrine will take with 
a great many of thoſe that ſet up for a polite Taſte, and will 
be born with, or conniv'd at by others that are great Friends 
to what they call Liberty, yet I am perſuaded this Church 
will not ſuffer it to paſs without Cenſure, even though they 
ſhould be loaded with the odious Character of Perſecutors 
and injurious. 


Liberty, Charity and Moderation are very fine Things, and 
great Names; but they have been, and are ſtill much abus d 
by ſome Men, who level them at the Ruin of our Religion 
and Liberty, and make Uſe of them to gild over a deadly Poi - 
ſon: And therefore, when I find them coming from the 
Mouths or Pens of ſuch Perſons as are not very ſtrict in 
their Principles, or circumſpect in their Practice, I am in- 
clined to ſue them, and to fall in with the wiſe Advice of 
x which the unthinking Multitude ſo fooliſhly ne 
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Religion, and acting agreeable fo 


** ſcience, or private Judgment in Matters of Riligion, 
And then adds, How abſurd and inconſiſtent would it be, 
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| —— Ulla putatis 
Dona carere dolis Danaum ? ſic natus Ulyſſes ? 
Aut hic incluſi ligno occultantur Acbivi; 

Aut bac in noftros fabricata eſt machnia muro{, 
Inſpectura domos, venturaque de ſuper urbi, 

Aut aliquis latet error, equo ne credite Jeucri. 
Quicquid id , time Danaos S dona ferenies. 


IT is very common for thoſe who have a Di eſteem of 
the peculiar Doctrines of Chriſtianity, and a cold Indifference 
as to the Concerns of Truth, to plead for Liberty, and a 
Right of private Judgment, in ſuch a Manner as thereby to 
break down all the Boundaries of Truth, and Bulwarks a- 
ainſt Error. And I am exceeding ſorry to find the Doctor 
far embarqued with Perſons of this Complexion, -as he 
ſeems to me plainly to be, when he ſays Page 29. That 
** the Method of puniſhing Offenders is to be confin d to 
*: ſuch Crimes of the vitious as are huriful to others about 
* them, or-diſturb the Peace of human Soeiety: And, in 
Conſequence of this, exhorts his Hearers Page 30. ** care- 
« fully to beware, that under Pretence of puniſhing Crimes, 
* they do not unjuſtly reſtrain Men from their natural, un- 
« alienable Right of enquiring for themſelves in Affairs of 
Light of their own 
* Minds, ſo far as it does not lead them to commit any 
Matter of Wrong, or wicked Lewdnels, by which their 
„ Neighbours are injured, or their natural or civil Rights in- 
* yaded.” And at the ſame Time he tells them, That to 
* do otherwiſe, is to ſuppreſs by Violence the Right of Con- 


« if the Members of Societies for Reformation of Manners, 
* -ſhould themſelves. and pretending to act in that Character 
* too, be guilty: of the greateſt Iniquity and Ijuſtice 3 ; 
« ſhould become Perſecutors and-injurious ? Or permit them- 

« ſelves to be made the Inſtruments, or Patrong of any Mo- 
« tion or Attempt to deprive their Fellow-ſubje&s of any of 
« their valuable Liberties or Privileges, or infringe any of 


.*+ theſe natural or civil Rights, in the Poſſeſſion and Exerciſe 
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* of which, tis the proper Office of the Civil Magiſtrate to 
protect and defend all good Subjects?“ * 


' Hap theſe Words dropt from the Pen of a Colins, Tir: 
dal, Woolſton, Mandevil, or the like, one needed not 
to have been ſurprized, but to find them uttered and publiſh 
ed by a Presbyterian Miniſter, who has ſubſcribed our Con- 
feſſion, is indeed aſtoniſhing; for ſure I am they contain 
Sentiments diametrically oppoſite to the DoQrines there taught 


To clear this now, we need but caſt eur Eyes 
Confeſſ. Chap. 20, Sect. 3, 4. They who upon Pretence 
of Chriſtian Liberty do practice any Sin or chiriſh any 
Luſt, do thereby deſtroy the End of Chriſtian gp, 
which is, that being delivered out of the Hands of our 
nemies, we might ſerve the Lord without Fear in Holineſs 
and Righteouſneſs before him all the Days of our Life. 
Sect. 4. And becauſe the Powers which GOD bath or- 
ordained, and the Liberty which CHRIST bath pur- 


cbaſed, are not intended by GOD to deftroy, but mu- 


tually ta uphold and preſerve one another, they, wha 
upon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſball oppoſe any law- 


ul Power, or tbe lawful Exerciſe of it, whither it be Civil 


or Eccleſiaſtical, reſiſt the Ordinance of GOD; and er 
their publiſhing of ſuch Opinions, or maintaining of ſuch 
Practices as are contrary to tbe Light of Nature, or to the 
known Principles of Chriſtianity, whither concerning Faith, 
Worſhip or Converſation, or to the Power of Godlineſs, or 


ſuch. erroneous Opinions or Practices, as either in their 


own Nature, or in the manner of publiſhing or maintain- 
ing them, are deſtructive to tbe external Peace and Order 
which CHRIST bath eſtabliſhed in the Chureb; they may 
lawfully be called to an Account, and proceeded againſt by 
the Cenſurgs of the Church, and by the Power of the Civil 
Magiſtrate, . | | 


Ax Chap. 23. Sect. 1. GOD the ſupreme LORD 
and King of all the World, bath ordained Civil Magj- 
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ftrates to be under bim over the People, for his own Glory, 


with the Power of the Sword, for the Defence and En- 
couragement of them that are good, and for the Puniſh- 
ment of them that are Evil-Doers. Sect. 3. He bath 
Authority, and it 15 bis Duty to take Order that Unity and 


Peace be preſerved in the Church ; that the Truth of 
GOD be kept pure and intire; that all Blaſphemies 


and Hereſies be the ng all Corruptions and Abuſes 
in Worſtip and Diſcipline prevented or reformed, and 


all the Ordinances of GOD duly ſettled, adminiſtred and 


obſerved. | 
| How unlike is Mr. iſbarrs Doctrine to that of 


Confeſſion? | | | 
Mx. Yiſbart ſays, «* The Method of puniſhing Offend» 


* ders, is to be confin'd to ſuch Crimes of the Vicious as 
« are hurtful to others about them, or diſturb the Peace of 
„ human Society; Mr iſbart is for the Magiftrates 


« puniſhing no Crimes but ſuch as are Matters of Wrong. 


& or wicked Lewdneſs, by which our Neighbours are in- 
*: jured, or their natural or civil Rights invaded ; and tells 
« ys, that to act otherwiſe, is to infringe upon Liberty, Right 


2 of Conſcience, and private Judgment.” 


Bu our Confeſſion aſſerts, That they who upon Pretence 
Chriftiau Liberty, do practiſe any Sin, or cheriſh any 
ſt, (mark the Expreſſion) even tho' it be not a Matter 


0 . rong or Wicked Lewaneſs by which our Neighbour ＋ 


are injur d, or their natural or civil Rights invaded ; if 
It be a Sin whereby GOD is 8 Religion ound. 
ed, or precious and immmor tal Souls in Danger of being 
ruin d, ſuch Perſons, ſays our Confeſſion, deſtroy the End 


of Chriſtian Liberty, © 


Acain Mr. Wiſbart ſays, © Men are not upon Pretence 
* of puniſhing Crimes, to be reſtraia'd from the free Exer- 


* ciſe of their natural and unalienable Right of > for 
| . (ems 


and tbe publick Good; and to this End hath armed them 
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* themſelves in Affairs of Religion, and acting agreeably to 
* the Light of their own Minds, ſo far as it does not lead 
« them to commit Matter of Wrong or wicked Lewdneſs, 
* whereby their Neighbours are injur d, or their natural or 
* civil Rights invaded. | 5 


Bur our Confeſſion teaches us, That GOD hath ordain d 
Civil Magiſtrates to be under him over the People, and that 
not only for the publick Good, protecting Men in their na- 
tural and civil Rights againſt Matters of Wrong and wicked 
Lewdneſs, but for bis own Glory; and that for this End, he 


; hath armed them with the Power of the Sword for the Puniſh- 


ment of Evil-Doers, that is, Sinners of all Sorts, as I con» 
ceive, in ſo far as their Sins can come under his Cogaizance, 
or be tried at any human 'Tribunal. | 


-  Yz4 further, our Confeſſion teaches us, That if Men, u- 
pon Pretence of Chriſtian Liberty, ſhall publiſh ſuch Opi- 
nions, or maintain ſuch Practices as are contrary to the Light 
of Nature; or to the known Principles of Chriſtianity, whither 
concerning Faith, Worſhip or Conyerſation, or to the Power 
of Godlineſs, they may be proceeded againſt, not only by the 
Cenſures of the Church, but alſo by the Power of the Civil 
Magiftrate, whoſe Duty, we are further told, it is to ſuppreſs 
all Blaſphemies and Hereſies of whatever Sort. In a Word, 
our Confeſſion makes the Mpgiſtrate Keeper of both Tabies 
of the Law; and the Compilers of it ſeem plainly to have 
been of Opinion, that he might puciſh any Sins againſt the 
firſt as well as againſt the ſecond Table, without being either 
a Perſecutor or injurious, _ : 


„Ap truly in my Judgment, they had good Reaſon from 
the Word of GOD to be of this Opinion: For, are not Hol- 
atry, Witchcraft, Superſtition, Blaſphemy, Hereſy, prophane 
Swearing, Sabbath-breaking, ſcoffing. at Religion, ridiculing 
every Thing that's ſacred and ſerious, Crimes to be puniſhed 
by the Judges? Les they are; and if we conſult the ſacred Scrip- 


| tures, particularly the Paſſages quoted, as Proofs of theſe Ar- 


ticles of our Confeſſion, which I have tranſcribed, we ſhall 
| find 


7381) 


kund etfreſs Orders given by GOD kimſe!f for the ſecular 1} 
Arm to interpoſe in theſe Matters. See to this Purpoſe, 
 Levit. -xxiv. 16. And be that. blaſphemeth the Name of "4 
the LORD, be ſhall ſurely be put to Death, and all the ; 
Congregation ſhall certainly lone him: As well the Stran- P 
ger, as be that is born in the Land, uben be blaſphemeth © 
the Name of the LORD, ſhall be put to Death. Deut. bt 
xiii. 3. SC. And that Prophet, or that Dreamer of Dreams ac 
ſball be put to Death (becauſe be bath ſpoken io turn you |, a6 
away from the LORD your GOD, which brought you | 
out of the Land of Egypt; and redeemed you out of the 
Houſe of Bondage, to thruft you out of the Way which c 
the LORD thy GOD commanded thee to walk in) ſo 4 
Jhalt thou put the Evil from the midſt of thee. See allo, 1 
Ferſe 6, 7, 8. 9, 10. and the Reaſon of this ſevere Puniſh- 10 
ment is plainly intimated, ver. 11. And all Ijrael ſball 1 
bear and fear, and fhall do no more any ſuch Wietedneſi a 


as this is among you, 2 Chron. xv. 12, 13. And they 
entered into a Covenant to feek the LORD GOD of 
their Fatbers, with all their Heart, and with all their 
Soul ; That whoſoever would not ſeek the LORD GOD 
of Iſrael, ſhould be put to Death, whether ſmall or great, 
whether Man or Woman. . 


Is it not then ſtrange to hear a Chriſtian Proteſtant Presby- 
terian Miniſter, that has ſubſcribed this very Confeffion, when 
preaching before Societies for Reformation of Manners too, 
diſſwading them from being the Inſtruments or Patrons of any 
Attempt to deprive their Fellow-Subjects, of what he is 
pleaſed to call their valuable Liberties and - Privileges, their | 
natural and civil Rights in the Exerciſe and Poſſeſſion of } 


which, he ſays, tis the proper Office of the Civil Magiſtrate, Re 
to protect and defend all good Subjects? And as to his No- the 
tion of good Subjects, tis pretty plain from what goes be- the 
fore, that he reckons them ſuch who are not guilty of any GC 
Matter of Wrong, or wicked Lewdneſs againſt their Neigh- rec 
bour, how highly ſoever they may affront, GOD, or contema can 


Religion; and what he means by their valuable Liber. 
ties and Privileges, their natural and civil Rigtits, we may 


very 


— 


1 
fi. 
this, are made 2 Part of che Municipal Laws of Chrigith 
Kingdoms and Common Wealths, and particularly of our 
own, as is evideht by two remarkable As of the Parlia- 
ment of Scotland, Charles II. Parl. 1ft, Chap. $1. * Who- 
„ ſoever, hot being diſtracted in his Wits, ſhall rail upon, or 
& curſe GOD, or any of the Perſons of the bleſſed Trinity, 
*© 3nd obſtinatly continue therein, be proceſſed before" t 
« Chief Juſtice, and being found guilty, puniſtied' with 
Ho | > 2 EVER 
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Asp William aid Mary, Parl. 1, Seſſ. 56 
Chap. 11, this AR is. ratfied-; "and. furcher it is enad 
„That whoſoever in Diſcourſe or Writing, ſhall deny, im. 
„e or quarrel, argue, or reaſon 'againft the Being 


1 
x x 


* Authority of the Scripture, or the Providence of GOD, 


a 
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„are to be puniſhed gradually, and for the thitd: Fault by 
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Itio, "Tis to be noticed, that when the New Teſtam 


® 4 


Fas Written, thete were no Chriſtian, Magiſtrates" in the 


World ; and therefore is no Wonder there were not particu- 


lar Precepts given to em, with reſpe& to the puniſhing Blaſ: 
phemy, Idolatry, Superſtition” or Hereſy ; yet we find, that 
the Apoſtle, when ſpeaking of the Office of Maęiſtrates in 
general, intimate! to em, that 'tis_cheit Duty to be à Ter- 
ror to Evil Doers ; and if they are ſo, then I conceive they 


OD, or any of the Perſons of the bleſſed Trinity, or the 


will make it their Buſineſs to puniſh ſuch a$ break the firſt, ag 


well as thoſe that break the ſecond Table of the Law, 


'Zaftly, Upon this Head let it be confidered, that the 


Reaſon given, Deut. xiii. 5, 6. Se. Why ſuthas blaſpheme 
the Name of the Lord ſhould. be put to Death, is; becgull 


GOD, : ugbt | 
redeemed them oui of the Houſe of Bondage. Now, one 
can ſcarce miſs to obſerve, I think, that Chriſtians are under 


as great Obligations to the COD' and Father of our LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, Who bath redeemed us from the Hands 
ar: 13 | C ; | 


of 


/ 


they bad Jpoten to turn them away from the LORD 22 
ich brought them out of the Land of Egypt, and 


©. 


„ 
of our ſpiritual Enemies, as the Fews were to the GOD of 

ral, that brought them out Expr and that in con- 

uence of this, the Chriſtian Magiſtrate ſhould puniſh Blaſ- 
phemers and Idolaters, Hereticks and Infidels, as ſeverely as 
the Jewiſh Magiftrate did; and that when they do fo, they 
deſerve not the. Epithets the Doctor is pleaſed to beſtow upon 
them, of e and n But I iafiſt not Wer 

HowEvkR, before I leave this Sermon of the Doctor's, 1 
muſt take Notice of ſome Things be advances concerning 
the Education of Children, Page 33, 34; Sc. Where he 
v aſcribes the general Corruption of Youth in a great Meaſure, 
to the groſs and general Neglect of a rational and virtuous 
: Education.” And again he ſays, I cannot help being appre: 
« henſive, that the Looſeneſs and Debauchery ſo much lamented 
* in many, who are obſerved to have had the Benifit of a re. 
. ligious Education, may often be found to proceed in a great 
_ ©« Meaſure from that very Education itfelf, as it is managed: 
And then a little below, he tells us what. Kind of a religious 
Education it is be blames ſo much, viz. ©When the Care of 
c Farents, or Inſtructors about the regen, Part of 19 — 
tion, is almoſt wholly ſpent in inculcating upon youn 

* the Shibboleth of a Party, making. them acquainted vig Nag 

' inſtilling into thera Regard for the parũcular Basie 
or peculiar Forms of their own Sect, in · which there may 
«.oft Times be found a Mixture of Things abſurd and trifling, 
© which yet are inculcated with as great Earneſtneſs, and. by 
* the ſame Methods, with the moſt weighty and important 

Points, while great Pains are taken to inſpire in them at the 
« ame Time, a ftrong Averſion to thoſe of another Way of 
* thinking ; and that by Methods which even a childiſh Capa- 


q "city may decern to be contrary to Equity and Charity : And 


inſtead of forming their Minds to a rational Senſe of Good 
« and Evil, a Taſte and Reliſh for true. Fiety and Virtue, upon 
« ſuch Principles as will ſtand the Teſt of a moſt ſtrict Ex- 
* amination; any Inſtances of good Practice are recommend - 
ed and enforced by mere Authority, or by the Awe of future 


Rewards and Puniſhments, which, as they-are made Uſe of, 
. without: 


- 


- <4 WJ 


* without ever explaining the Nature and juſtice of them, can 
contribute no more to promote A liberal Piety and Virtue, 
* a Reliſh for true Goodneſs, and a Savour of Honeſty in ths, 
Mind, than bips and Sugar Plumbs.” "Theſe now are the, 
Faults in a religious Education, the Doctor would have. 
amended, 5 | a 5 
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Bu let us ſee what Kind of Educgtion it is, that he would 
have Parents and Inſtructors to give their Children, and thoſe, 
[ committed to their Charge. And of this he ſpeaks, Page 35. 
2 near the Foot, Cr. There he teils us, That the firſt and 
. * chſef Care in training up of young Ones ſhould be employed 
, *in forming their Minds right. But how? “ Great Pains, 
8 * adds he, muſt be taken to inſtill into them, according as 
Y their Capacities gradually open, ſome Underſtanding of the 


d * Nature of true Goodneſs and Virtue, good Thoughts of GOD, 
. * and of the Obligatiops we are under to him; juſt Notion! 

at © of the Nature of pure and undefil'd Religion, as 'tis found 

? © ina Senſe of the unalterable Difference betwixt Moral Good 

18 * and Evil, and the Belief of a perfectiy good GOD, [together 
* * with ſome juſt Underſtanding -of the natural Tendency, 
4 © 2nd Influence of true Piety and Virtue, prevailing in be 
5 Heart of the preſent Improvement, Pleaſure and Satisfaction 
id * of the Mind, and to the ſettled Peace and Tranquility of 

3. * the whole Life; and with this Care to inform their Judg- 
* ments, muſt be join d the moſt careful and engaging Eg- 
8. * deavours, to form their Minds to a Taſte and Reliſh of 
57 © true Goodneſs, Virtue and Piety, not only by deſcribing io 
nt them, as clearly and fully as their Capacities will allow, . 
he * ſome of the inward Enjoyments ariſing from them, but alſo 
of by putting them upon reflecting on any Experience or Feel. 
a ing of that Kind they themſelves may have had, and lead. 
nd © ing them gently, and by winning Methods to make Trial in 
od * ſome Inſtances, and thus gradually training them to ſome 
on Experience of this Sort. But above all, by the Influence of 
NN ©a good Example, affording them an eaſy familiar engaging 
d- View of the Beauty of Holineſs and Goodneſs; ſuch an Ex. 
re .* ample of an exact Conformity, to the ſeveral Rules of pur 
ff, and undefil'd Religion, as may ſet true Piety, and the ſev © 
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© ral Virtues to which it animates, before their Eye in its 
* native Amiableneſs, and ſhow them that it is a moſt kind and. 
1 benign, a moſt happy and comfortable Thing; in all 1 
great Care muſt be taken to ſuit ihe Manner of Inſtruction 

* And Perſwaſion, to the gradual opeain of their Capacities, 

* to their Tenipers, and The dewerd Inclinations they early 
© diſcover,” heedfully catching at all Advantages, afforded by 

© the natural Kindneſs and Tenderneſs of their Tempers, and 
any little Sparks of” Goodneſs, and a Senſe of what is 
* fair and beautiful in Manhers they ſhew of their 8 
2 : Accord. * 1 | 


This now is the Plan of Education Which the poser te- 
commends to Parents and Iuſtructors; an Education upon 
this Plan is, no doubt. a rational and virtuous Education, io 


the groſs and gener Neglect of which he aſcribes the gene: 


ral Corruption of Louth; and I ſhall not diſpute it with 

him, whether or not it be a rational and virtuous Education; 

2 I tbink 1 may, with {a 4 affirm i it 1s not a Chri- 
an Que. 75 1 


Te is indeed a very new, and odd Kind of Education, I 
confeſs and ſuch as I never read or heard of before,” and 


this, it may be, has prejudic d me againſt it ; for 1 own I am 


not much in Love with new Ways of Education, or new 


Schemes of Religion, however modiſn and faſhionable ; I 
have a ſtrong Inclination towards rhe good old Way, which 


the LORD commands us to ask for and walk in, If\. vi. 


16. and a great Regard for the Form of found Words con- 


"tained in our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms ; It was up- 
on this Plan I received my Education, and, upon the ſtricteſt 
Examination I was capable of, I have never yet found Rea- 
ſon to blame my Parents, or others who aſſiſted them in 
this Matter, for their Miſmanage ment of it: Byt indeed 


that Way of Education which the Doctor recommends, is nei- 


ther preſcribed by, nor agreeable to our Confeſſion of Faith 
and Catechiſms, nos. thoſe of any Chriſtian Church I ever 


_ as I _ will Pally PR 5 we _—_ which 0 


» 


: © ff 
, — 


1 
f an Education it is which he blames, and what Kind of an 
Educaiion he recommends. ; h 


/ | 2 
Ap, firſt, He blames Parenty/and Inſtructors for incub 
cating upon young Ones the Shikholeth of a Party, making 
them acquainted with, and inftilling into them a Regard fur 
the particular Doctrines, or peculiar Forms of their own 


Now it were to be wiſhed, that the Poor had ſpoke Co 
ut here, and told us what he means by a Party, what by: | 
4 the Sbibboleth of that Party, what by the particular Doctrines, 
* r peculiar Forms of a Sect; for it is too well known to be | 
| Sorted, that there have been, and ftil} are many unhappy 
| Diviſions, Parties and SeRs, amongſt thoſe who are proteſſing 
g Chriſtians, yea and Proteſtants too: This was the Caſe in \ 
' the Apoſtle Paul's Days, in the Church of Corinth, as you 
; may ſee, 1 Corinth xi. 18, 19. 7 bear, ſays he, that there be 
- Dixiſion among Jou, and I partly believe it; for there 
mult be alſo Hereſies among you, that they which are aft» 
proved may be made manifeft among you. And as it was the 
Caſe then,ſo it is (till ; there arg many different Denaminationg' 
of proteſſing Chriſtians, that is to ſay, there are many Par. 
ties and Sets, to uſe the Doctor's own Words, and every 
one of theſe muſt needs have their different Shibboleths, their 7 
particular Doctrines and pecyliar Forms, There is one Party 
of Chriſtians, namely, thoſe of the Church of Rome, whom 
we call Papiſts, .and another Party of Chriſtians; who have 
ſhaken off the Romiſh Yoke, and theſe call themſelves Pro- 
teftants, Now theſe later have ſome peculiar and particular 
Doctrines and Forms, very different indeed from thoſe of 
the Romiſb Church, which may be called the Sbibboleth of 
that Party, if the Doctor pleaſes, But whatever he may 
think, I ſhall always be of Opinion, that it is the Duty of Pa- 
Tents, and other Inſtraftors, to make theſe committed to 
their Charge, well acquainted with, and inſtil into them a 
Regard for thele particular Doctrines and peculiar Forms, 
whereby Proteftants are diſtinguiſhed from Papifls ; and 


that becauſe theſe particular —— of 3 
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the Bible, and theſe peculiar Forms, ſuch as are either pre- 
ſcribed by, or agreeable to the Word of GOD. Tea, I 
cannot help thinking, that any Proteſtant Parent, or Inſtru- 
ctor of Youth, who negle&s the doing of this, fails very 
much in his Duty, and is unfaithful in diſcharging the Truſt 
GOD has committed to him. I might give many Inſtances 
of theſe peculiar Do&cines; I ſhall only mention one, 
namely, that of the Perfection and Perſpicuity of the facred 
Scripture. This may very well be called a peculiar and par. 
ticular Doctrine of Proteſtants. This the Doctor may call, 
if he will, the Shibboleth of that Party, for this, as much as 


any other, differenceth them from Papiſts. But ill I think it 


is my Duty to inculcate this upon my Children, and others 
committed to my Charge, make them acquainted with it, 
and endeavour to beget in them the greateſt Regard for it, 
whatever hard Name the Doctor may think fit to give me 


for ſo doing. 


Acain, as Proteſtants have ſome particular Doctrines, ſo 


they have ſome peculiar Forms (I ſuppoſe he means) of 


Worſhip, whereby they are diſtinguiſted from Papiſts; 


| they read the Scriptures, adminiſter the Sacraments, and 


pray in a known Tongue, and the beſt reformed of them ad- 
here to the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel-worſhip, 
without the Mixture of human Inventions. In'a Word, All 
of them make Uſe of no other Mediators or Interceſſors but 
the Lord JESUS CHRIST. only. Now, for my Part, I 
cannot ſee, that tis any Miſmanagement of the Education of 
Youth, to inſtil into them a Regard for this peculiar Form 


and Way of Worſhip; and that becauſe this is the Bible - way 


and Form of it, which teaches us, that as there is one GOD, 
ſo there is one Mediator betwixt GOD and Man, the Man 
CHRIS T JESUS, and that tis our Duty to worſhip GOD, 
who is a Spirit, in Spirit and in Truth, and never to bring in 

the Inventions of Men into the Service of GOD. 


Bur further, Chriſtians are not only divided into Papifs 


and Proteſtants, but theſe latter are ſub-divided, alas, into 


many different Parties ; amongſt theſe there are ſome who 


are 


„ ©, aim. 
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are known by the Name of Calviniſts, others by the Name 


of Lutherans, Armimans, Arians, Socinians, Anting- 


mianr, and the like: Now, each of theſe different Parties 


have particular Doctrines peculiar to their Party, which, in 
the Doctor's Stile, may be called the Shibboleth of that Par- 


ty: If therefore I, who am what is commonly called a Cal. 


viniſt, and belieye the Doctrines contained in our Confeſſioa 
of Faith and Catechiſms, to be the Doctrines of GOD's holy 
Word, ſhall teach my Children or Servants the Doctrine of 
the Imputation of Original Siu; the Doctrine of particular E- 
lection, without any Foreſight of Faith or good Works; the 
Nature, and Neceſlity of Regeneration. and Conyerſion, by 
the efficacious Operation of the Spirit of GOD ; the Doctrine 
of imputed Righteouſneſs 3 the Doctrine of Juſtification by 
Faith, receiving and reſting upon CHRIST; the Doctrine 
of the Perſeverance of the Saints, and others of the like Nas 


ture, in Oppoſition: to Arminians and others; or if I ſhall 
teach them the Doctrine of a Trinity of Perſons in the Uni 


ty of the Godhead, the true and proper Deity of the Son and 
Holy Ghoſt, and the Doctrine of CHRIS T's Satisfaction, in 
Oppoſition to Ariant and Socinians., In a Word, if 1 
ſhall 3 them the abſolute Neceſſity of Goſpel-holineſs, in 
order to Salvation, in Oppoſition to Antinomians, muſt | 
be blamed, I ſay, for having miſmanaged their Education? 1 
conceive. not: For however the Doctor, and Men of his 
modern and polite Taſte in Religion, may call theſe Doctrines 
ſpeculative Notions, Matters of Intricacy and Nicety, I looł 
upon them as important and fundamental Articles of our holy 
Chriſtian Religion, which GO D has plainly revealed to us 
in his Word, and calls for our Belief of, though they are ſuch 
as we cannot fathom, or fully comprehend by our ſhallow 
Reaſon and Underſtanding i in this State of Imperfection. 


Secondly, As be blames Parents and Inſtructors for incul- 


- cating upon young Ones the Sbibbeleth of a Party, making, 


them acquainted with, and inſtilling into them a Regard for the 
E Doctrines, or peculiar Forms of their own Sect, ſo 
blames them . for. inſpiring in them at the ſame Tips 2 


| W to thoſe of another Way of thinking. 


= 
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Fenk again we are at a Loſs to know the Doctor's Meat. 
was; ; for if, by what he here ſays, he means no more than 
that thefe Parents and Inſtructors are to blame, who teach 
their Children or Servants to be uncharitable, and to damn all 
thoſe that differ from them in Principle or Practice, in Matters 
of the ſmalleſt Moment and Conſequenct, then he and I are 
perfectiy agteed upon this Head. I am as much againſt this 
as any Nan living ; for there are many Things of leſſer Myo- 
ment and Cohſequence, that Men may differ in their Opitit- 
ons about, and yet be good Chriſtians, and with Reſpect to 
theſe, tis queſtionleſs our Duty to be very charitable to thoſe 
who differ from us, yes to love and EEE, them as Friends | 
and Brethren in CHRIST. 2 


BU then there are otbbr Things b as theſe peculiat 
Dodtrines whereby Proteſtants are differenced from P apiſts,. 
and Caluiniſts differenced from Arianf. Sociniang, te 
minians and Antinomians, which ate by no Means of this 
Nature, and if 4 Man be careful to jnftrb& his Children, and 
others committed to his Charge, in the Natute and Impor- 
tance of theſe DoRtrines, tis impoſſible for them not to bars 
4 ftrong Averſion at the vppoſite Errors. Tis true indeed, 
tis our Duty to love all Men, even our vety Enemies; but we 
are not bound by the Rules of Chriſtianity to love and em- 
brace all Men as our Friends and Brethren: And therefore 
there is no Obligation upon one who is ound in the Faith. 
to love an erroneous Perſon as ſuch; hor tan J ſee, that it is 
any Fault in him to have an Averfion to His Errors, and even 
to account him his Enemy, and that becauſe be 18 an Enemy 
to CHRIST, his Truth and Ways : Nor is it to be wonder- 
eu at, if an orthodox Chriſtian join with David, Pſal, cxxxix. 
21, 22. and ſay concerning the Enemies of the Truth, as he 
there does concerning wicked Men in general, Do not I hate 

tbem, U Lord, that bate tber? And am hot 1 grie ved 
with thoſe that riſe up ugainſt thee * 'T bate them with a 
perfect Hatred, I account them mine Enemies. Upon the 
whole, 1 think that Parent or Inſtructor is in no Fault at all; 
who loſpires his Children, or others committed to bis Care, 


wah A Rrong Avetſion to Popery, Arianiſm, Socinianiſm; 
Armt- 


— * 5 —— - — 

. „ = -—> 3 

ö SIS > p - ; — - 
—— - - 


—ͤ— —ñL— — 


— — 22 — — 
a - TT”. — - * p — 


225% · n“i?» «c * 


at 


r 


—— — 


- —_ — * — — * ee Range. 


4 I 


* Arminiahiſm, or Antinomiani 1/m, and the liks Errors; yea 
I think he is in no Fault at all, if he repreſent the Patrons of 
theſe Errors as Enemies to the bleſſed Redeemer and his 
Truths, whatever the Doctor in his extenſive Charity may 
think; nor is the Child miſmanaged in his Education, tho” he be 
bred with an Averſion to thoſe who in theſe Things aboye- 
mentioned, are of a different Way of thinking from him, in 
io far as their etroneobs Opinions are contrary to Jound Date 
. trine, and the Power of Godline(s, 


Ix the third Place, he blames Parents and Inſtructors for 
© recommending and enforcing a good Practice by mereAutho. 
* rity, or the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, which, 
* he ſays, as they are made Ule of without explaining the 
* Reaſonableneſs and Juſtice of them, can contribute no more to 

* the promoting of a liberal Piety and Virtue, a Retiſh of trite 
* Goodneſs, and Sayout of Honeſty in the Mind, than Whips 
and Sugar-plumbs, borre/co reſerenti. 


Wno would not be aſtoniſhed to hear or read ſuch Doc- 
trine, from the Mouth or Pen of a Chriſtian? Here in- 
deed the Doctor blames Parents and Inſtructors of Youth for 
wha: I never heard them blamed for befote, nay, for what 
the Spirit of GOD enjoins them to do, and commends them 
for the Practice of, What ? are not Parents, and every one 
veſted with Power and Authority to emploly that Power and 
Authority tor G O D, and the Intereſt of his Glory? Are 
they not to employ their Authority for curbing of Sin and 
Wickedneſs i in theſe committed to their Charge, and encou- 
raging them in the Practice of Religion and Virtue? Are 
not Parents to enjoin their Children their Duty, and to ins 
terpoſe their Authority in the ſtrongeſt Manger for this Pure 
pole ? Noſt certainly BAT: are. 


1 ſuppoſe it will de allowed. that Solomon was as wife Aa 
Man, and as good a Preacher às our learned Doctor, and yet 
we find him exhorting Parents to uſe their Authority in the 
Education of their Children , this, I think, is plain from Prov. 
Liu. 24. He that * bis Rod,bateth bis Son; but be that 

D lo verb 


1 26 J) 


 boveth him, chaſtenetb bim betimes. Prov. ux. 18. Chaſten 
thy Son while there is Hape, and let not thy Soul ſpare 
for bis crying. Prov. xxii. 1 5. Fooliſbneſ} is bound in the 
Heart of a Child ; but the Rod Correction ſhall drive 
it far from bim. Prov. xxiii. 13. With. bold not Correction 
from the Child; for if thou beateft bim with the Rod, be 
ſpall not die. Prov. Nix. 15. The Rod and Reproof give 
Fiſdom; but a Child left to bimſelf, bringeth bis Mo- 
ther to Shame; And Verſe 17. Correct thy Son, and be 
ſhall give thee Reſt, yea be ſhall give Delight unto thy Soul. 
| Yvan all which I think tis plain, that Solomon here teaches 
Parents, and Inſtructors of Youth, to enforce and recommend 
a good Praftice by their Authority, 
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Bur here perhaps the Doctor, or his Friends, may be 
ready to ſay, That what he blames is doing of this by mere 
Authority. To this I anſwer, That no wiſe Parent will, 
and I believe no Parent, who ever enforced, or recommended 
a good Practice to his Children, did negle& the other Means of 
recommending it; but many Times all other Means prove 
ineffectual; for, as Solomon ſays, Fooliſhneſ5 is bound in 
the Heart of a Child, and frequently it happens, that nothing 
elſe but the Rod of Correction will drive it far from him. 
Beſides. Children need to be reftrained from what is evil, and 
have what's goed in Practice recommended to them, before 
they are capable of being wrought upon by ſuch rational Ar- 
guments as the Doctor propoſes; and what Methods ſhall Pa- 
rents then uſe but mere Authority? For my own Part, 1 
cannot help thinking, that a Parent would be much to blame, 
if he ſhould negle& to interpoſe his Authority, even mere 
Authority, for reſtraining his Child from any Thing that's 
vitious, till he ſhould be able to inſtruct him, as the Doctor 
propoſes, in the Nature of true Goodneſs and Virtue, and. 
give him juſt Notions of the Nature of pure and undefiled 
Religion, as it is founded in a Senſe of the unalterable Diffe- 
rence betwixt moral Good and Evil, He muft be come a 
good Length, not only in underſtanding the Principles of re- 
vealed Religion, but eyen thoſe of moral Philoſophy, before 
he be capable of this rational and virtuous Education, which 
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the Doctor is ſo much in Love with; yea, I am afraid, that 
moſt Part of Children muſt neceſſarily want this Kind of E. 
ducatiqn altogether ; for it is of ſuch a Sort, that an honeſt 
Country-man or Mechanick, who has taken hisNotions of Re- 
ligion, and Manner of educating his Children, only from ths 
Bible, our Confeſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and is no 
all acquainted with moral Philoſophy, and the learned Dif: 
putes about the Fbundation of moral Virtue, is wholly un- 
capable of giving them; and therefore Im of Opinion he had 
even better recommend à good Practice to his Children by 
mere Authority, and the Awe of future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments, without ever explaining the Reaſonableneſs and 
Juſtice. of them, than let them go on in a bad One: For if 
once they come to be habituated to Sin and Wickedneſs, I am 
afraid that even the Doctor's rational Arguments, how ſtrot 

foever he may infigine them, will prove too weak to get t 
better of their natural Corruption, and contraſted vicious Ha- 
bits: For my own Share, I am till of Opinion, that it is myPu- 
ty to train up a Child from his very Infancy in the Way that 
be ſbould go, and to make Uſe of my paternal Authority for . 


. this Purpoſe, mean while praying to GOD for a Blefling upon 


"4 
- 


my Endeayours, and I think I have ſome Reaſon to hope, that 
awben be is old, be will not depart from it: Yea, not on 


does the Spirit of GOD in Scripture enjoin this Way of Edu« 


cation which the Doctor blames, but highly commends thafe 
who made Conſcience of it. See to this Purpoſe what you 
bave, Cen. xviii. 19. where GOD, ſpeaking of Abrabam, ſays, 
that he knew bim, tbat be would command bis Children and 


bis Houſbold after bim, and they ſball keep the Way of the 
LORD, to do Fuſtice and Fudgment, that the LOR D 


may bring upon Abrabam that which be hath ſpoken of bim. 
Here now we find Abrabam highly commended by G 0 P, 
for commanding bis Children and Houfhold to keep the W 

of the LORD; he was not, it ſeems, of the Doctor's Opi'!i- 
on, bit made Uſe of his Authority, as a Parent and Na GT 
2 Family; 98 his Endeavours this Way were rem! 7 
owned by GOD, © mo xs - 
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Ax as theſe are commended in ;ſacred Scripture, wh 
vſe their paternal Authority in the Education of their Children, 


fo theſe who neglected this Mean of Authority were remark- . 


ably reprored and chaſtiſed for it; this to me ſeems pretty; 
plain in the Caſe of Eli and his Sons, of which we have the 
Hiſtory, 1 Sam, ii. 12, 22, 23, 24, 25. compared with 
Chap. iii. 13. Here now we have no Reaſon to believe, 
that Elis Sons wanted a good Example from their Father, 
nor did he fail to inſtru or reproye them, this is not wha 

be's' blam'd for by the Spirit of G 0 D; and indeed we find 


: * 


him arguing with them much in the Way that the Doctor 


propoſes, Ver. 23, 24; 25. And be ſaid unto them, by 


Go ye ſuch Things ? For I bear of your evil Dealings by all 
this People. Nay, my Song; for it is no good Report 


that I bear, ye make the L O R D's People io tranſgreſs. 
If one Man ſin againſt another, the Judge ſhall judge 


bim, but if a Man fin againſt the LORD, who ſhall en. 


treat for bim? But what the Spirit of GOD blames him 


for, Chap. iii. 13. is, beeauſe that though bis Sans made 


themſelves vile, yet be reſtrained them not. It was with- 
out all Doubt his Duty, as a Parent, to baye interpoſed his 
Authority for this Purpoſe, and becayſe he neglected to do 
Fo, and fell in with the Way of Education that the Doctor 
preſcribes, GOD ſwear unto the Houſe of Eli, that the J. 


niguity of Elis Houſe ſhould nat be purged with Sacrifice 
nor Offering for ever, Ver. 14. 4 ed 


© Uron the Whole, I am ſtill of Opinion, that a Parent is 
ja no Fault at all, who recommends and enforces a good 
Practice upon his Children by his Authority; even mere 


Authority, when nothing elſe will do the Buſineſs, as is very 


Frequently the Caſe: For tho we ſhould ſuppoſe, that mere 


Authority cannot make them truly religious, as indeed no o- 
ther Means can, without the powerful Aids of divine Grace, 
yet mere ALGER may be of great Uſe to keep them from 


ſmall Conſequence in the Education of Children. 


the Praftice of Vice and Profanity ; and this I think is of np 


Bur 


| « 
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Bur the Dogtor i is not only an Enemy to the Authority of 
Parents, but even to the Authority of GOD himſelf, who'has 
in bis infinite Wiſdom ſeen fit to enforce Obedience to his 
Line, by the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments ; for, 
he ſays, That the enforcing a good Practice by the Awe of 
future Rewards and Puniſhments, without explaining the Na- 
© ture and Juftice of them, can contribute no more to pro- 
- mote a liberal Piety and Virtue, a Reliſh of true Goodneſs, 
and Savour of Honeſty in the Mind, than #bips and Sugar 
6 Farr S0 that it ſeems, according to him, Parents muſt 
neither recommend and enforce a good Practice by their own 
Authority, nor yet by the Authority of GOD, and the Sancti- 
ons of his Laws, at leaſt, their doing ſo, will in the Doctor's 
Opinion, be of no Effect, unleſs they are able 10 N the 
Nature and Juſtice of theſe Sanftions, © 


'BuT this is the moſt ſtrange and ſurpriſing Doctrine I ever 
Files of, directly contrary to the Strain and Tenor of GOD's 
boly Word, in which we find Obedience to the divine Law, 
enforc'd with the Hope of Heaven or eternal Happineſs, and 
Diſobedience threatn'd with the Fear of Hell or eternal 


_ Miſery ; nor can I well underſtand, what the Doctor means 


by Parents uſing theſe, without ever explaining the Nature 
and Juſfice of them, Sure no Parent that-ever pretended to 
gre his Children a religious Education, and to entorce'a go 
ractice upon them by the Hope of Heaven, and Fear of 
Hell, can be ſuppoſed to have fail'd in laying before them, 
what the*Scripture teaches us upon this Head; namely, that 
the Happineſs of Heaven, conſiſting in the eternal Enjoy ment 
of GOD, Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, is unſpeakably great; 
and that the Miſery of Hell, conſiſting in the being baniſhed 
efernally from the Preſence of GOD, and confin'd to the 
ſcorching Flames ot that devouring Lake, that burns with 
Fire and Brimſtone, Fbere the Worm dies not, and the 
Fire is not que nebed, is intollerable. And truly, as to any 
further Explication of the Nature of theſe future Rewards and 
'Puniſhments, the Scripture ſeems to check our Curiofity in 
ſeeking to be wiſe above what is written; while, as to the 
Happineſs of Heaven, it tells us, That Eye bath not ſeen, 
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| Ear bath not band, nor bath it entered into the Heart of 
Man to conceive the good Things the LORD bath laid up 
for them that fear bim. And as to the Torments of Hell 
we are told plainly, that we know not the Power of GOD': 
Anger, for according to his Fear, ſo is bis Mratb. And 
then as for the Juſtice, of theſe future Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, I can ſee no Neceſlity for Parents explaining this to 
their Children; for if it be plain from Scripture, that the in- 
finitely boly, juſt, wiſe and good GOD, the ſupreme LORD, 
of the Univerſe has annex d ſuch Sanctions to his Laws, I 9 | 
it evidently follows, that theſe Sanctions are reaſonable and - 
jſt. And indeed every one that believes the Perfections of 
the Divine Being, and has ſo much Modeſty as to own, that 
GOD is wiſer than Men, will be ready to acknowledge, that 
whatever Sanctions he has been pleaſed to annex to his Laws, 
are juſt and reaſonable; ſo that I think the great Thing in- 
cumbent upon Parents, is to ſhow their Children from the 
Word of GOD, that Heaven is promis d to the Righteous, 
and Hell threatn'd to the Wicked, and that GOD is faithful 
to perform his Promiſes, and alſo wiſe and juſt to execute 
Threatnings ; and that in conſequence of this, it ſhall be we 
with the Righteous, and ill with the Wicked in another 
World; and I am fully perſwaded, that a firm and ſteady 
Belief of theſe Things, will, by the Bleſſing of GOD contri- 
bute much to promote the Practice of univerſal Holineſs in 
Heart, Life and Converſation ; and my Reaſon for it is, that 
theſe Motives to Holineſs, taken from the Awe (as the Doc- 
tor is pleaſed to call it) of future Rewards and Puniſhments, 
ſem exceltently well ſuited to work upon rational Creatures, 
in whom the glorious GOD, the wiſe Author of our Being, | 
bas implanced a ſtrong Deſire of Happineſs, and Averſion at 
| Miſery. In a Word, ſeeicg theſe Motives are addreſſed to our 
Hopes and Fears, the two great Springs of our Actions, by 
our bleſſed LORD and his holy Apoſtles, in order to en- 
gage us to the Practice of our Duty, and to deter us from & 
and Wickedneſs; and ſeeing this is done by the Spirit of GON, 
Without a nice Explication of the Nature or Juſtice of them, 1 
think Parents are far from being to blame, tho they enforce a 
good Practice upon their Children, by telling them, that 600 


= wWihdiwmniv ww + err m r TW" 


will ſhortly render to every one acccording to the Deeds 


alone in the Body : To theſe who by a patient Continuance 
#n Well-doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, and Immortality; 


eternal Life: But to theſe that are contentious, and obey 


not the Truth, but obey Unrigbteouſneſs, indignation and 
Mratb, Tribulation and Anguiſh, unto every one that 
knows not GOD, and obeys not the Goſpel, Rom. ii. 6, 7, 
8. 9.— And therefore I cannot help thinking, that it is a ly 
bold and daring Way of ſpeaking in the Doctor, to ſay, *$ 'That 
* the Awe of future Rewards and Puniſhments, as they are 
made Uſe of, without ever explaining the Nature and Juſtice 
* of them, can contribute no more to promote à liberal Piety 
and Virtue; a Reliſh for true Goodneſs, and Sayour of Ho- 
* neſty in the Mind, than 7hips and Sugar Plumbs,” 


ls it poſſible the Doctor can think, that the Hope of eter- 
nal Happineſs will have no more Influence upon a rational 
Creature, poſſeſſed of a Deſire of Immortality, to engage him 
to the Praftice of Holineſs, than the Hope of a Sugar-plumb ? 
Or does he imagine, that the Fear of eternal Miſery will be 
of no greater Weight to deter him from Sin, than the Fear 
of a Whipping ? If he does, he muſt have a very odd No- 
tion'of humane Nature ; for my own Share, I am perſwa 


that the only Reaſon, why theſe Motives have not that In- 


fluence that were to be wiſhed, is, becauſe of Mens Unbe- 
lief; and one great Reaſon of theit Unbelief, is their Pride; 
they will not believe any Thing, but what they can under- 
ſand the Nature and Juſtice of: Thus vain Man would be 
wiſe, tbo be be born like the wild Ar Colt, Mean 


while, I ſhall leave it to every impartial Perſon to conſider, 


whether what the Doctor advances upon this Head, does not 
look with an unfavourable Eye upon the Doctrine of the E- 
ternity of Helktorments, ſeeing many of our modern Infidels, 
theſe great Pretenders to Reaſon, tell us very plainly, they 
don't believe it ; and that for this Reaſon, becauſe they can- 
not ſufficiently account for the Juſtice of this Diſpenſation. 
And thus now I have conſider d what Kind of a religious E- 
ducation it is that the Doctor blames. 


LeT 
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Ie us in the next Place conſider, what Kind of an Educa - 
tion it is that he recommends, and of this he ſpeaks Pag. 33. 
Tine 8. from the Foot, as it is quoted above, in which tis 
obſervable, there is not one-Word of Chriſtianity from Be- 
ginning to End, but juſt ſuch a Plan of Education, as Collins, 
Tindal, or others of that Gang would have preſcribed. But 
how ſurprizing is it, to hear ſuch a Method of Education re- 
commended by a Chriſtian Teacher, by one that has the 
Character of a Miniſter of the Goſpel of CHRIST, and 
who has ſubſcribed the 7Yeftminfter Confeſſion, as the Con- 
feſſion of his Faith; one would have thought that a Chriſtian 
Paftor, when ſpeaking of the Education of Children, and | 
preſcribing a Plan of it to Parents, would have exhorted 
them to impreſs their Children with a Senſe of their loſt 
State by Nature, their Need of a Saviour, che Inſufficiency of 
their own, and the Neceflity of CHRIST's Righteouſneſs, in 
otder to their Juſtification in the Sight of a holy, juſt and 
righteous GOD; one would have thought he would warmly . 
have recommended it to them to inſtruct them in theſe great 
and fundamental Articles of our holy Religion, the Trinity 
of Perſons in the Unity of the Godhead, the SatisfaRtion of 
CHRIST, the Nature and Neceſſity of Regeneration and 
Converſion, and the like peculiar Doctrines of Chriſtianity ; 
but not one Word of theſe, nor any Thing like them. "Theſe 
I ſuppoſe with our Doctor, are Matters of Intricacy and 
Nicety, nowiſe neceſſary to what he calls a rational and vir- 
tuous Education; theſe are by him look'd upon as the Sbib- 
 boleth of a Party, the particular Doctrines of a Sect, which 
he cautions Parents from inculcating upon young Ones, Pag. 
33. near the Foot. But for my Part, I think they are Do- 
ctrines of the laſt Moment and Conſequence, without the 
Knowledge and Belief of which, there is no Salvation for 
poor loft Sinners. They are indeed the Sbibboleth of that 
Party or Se& of Men, that call themſelves Chriſtians ; and 1 
hope there is no Reaſon to be aſhamed of them: For tho' 
the Doctrine of a crucified CHRIST be to the - Jews a flum- 
Bling Block. and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſ7, yet to theſe 
that are called, both Fews and Gretks, it is the Power of 
GOD, and the Wiſdom: of GOD, Beſides, I am abun- | 
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dantly based * thels are Do&rines mots WR) to 
Holinefs, than any that the Doctor has ſubſtitute in 
eir Place, which he has copied from Sbaftsbury, and other 
Patrons of Deiſm; whoſe Shibboleth he would have inculcated 
upon young Ones, while he ſays, © Great Pains muſt be 
* taken to inſtil into them ſome Underſtanding of the Nature 
«+ of true Goodneſs and Virtue, good Thoughts of GOD, 
« and of the Obligations we are under to him ; juft Notions 
* of the Nature of pure and undefiled Religion, as it is 
« founded-in a Senfe of the unalterable Difference betwixt 
moral Good and Evil, and the Belief of a perſectly good 
„ GOD, S But if this be all the Education that is to be 
given to young Ones by Parents and Inſtructors; if theſe are 
the only Principles of Religion they are to be taught, we may 
lay aſide our Confeſſion. of Faith and Catechiſms, and even 
the Word of GOD itſelf; yea, and Miniſters of the Goſpel 
may give up with their old Way of Preaching and Inſtructing; 
and inſtead of inſiſting upon the Doctrines of the holy Bible, 
betake themſelves to the Writings of the old Heathens, and 
the more modern Diſquiſitions of our learned Fhiloſophers. 
about the Foundation of moral Virtue. But 1 hope there are 
yet many in this Church, both Parents and Minifters, Who 
have not ſo learned Chriſt, and who will not give up with 
the peculiar Doctrines of our holy Religion, nor thus ame- 
fully deny the LORD that bought them, remembering what 
our deareſt Redeemer himſelf lays, Mattb. x. 32, 33. l bo- 
ſoe ver there ſure ſhall confeſs me before Men. him will I 
confeſs alſo before my Father which is in Heaven; but 
whoſoever ſhall deny me before Men, him will I alſo deny ö 
before my Father which is in Heaven. And Mark viii. 
38. Whoſoever therefore ſpall be aſbamed of me and of my 
Words in this adulterou and ſinful Generation, of bim 
alſo ſball the Son of Man be aſbamed, when be come th in 
the Glory of bis Father with the boly Angels. And thus 
now I have finiſhed my Obſervations _ the DoRoi's Re» 
formation-Sermon, | 


4 proceed now to his oihet Sermon denied at the old 


Fury; on i Tim. i. 3. in which there are many , 
| t 


that in my Opinion claſh with our Standarts; but I ſhall only 
notice at this Time a few of the moſt glaring, "leaving it to 
ſome Reverend Miniſter of this Church, particularly to ſome 
of the Presbytery of Edinburgh, who no Doubt have look'd 
into it, to caution the World againſt the falſe and erroneous 


Doctrines therein taught. 


Pad. 28th, he ſays, He is conſcious to hitaſelf, he is 1 

« far as any Man from a Diſpoſition to judge raſhly, even of 
* thoſe who reject the Words of our Saviour himſelf, and is 
willing to leave them to the Judgment of the Searcher of 
Hearts, whoſe Mercies are great.” And that we may un 
derſtand his Meaning in this Paſſage the better, let us look 
back to what he ſays, Pag. 22. namely, That our Title to 
the Character of Chriſtians, is by our bleſſed Saviour put; 
not upon the Clearneſs of our Heads, but upon the Honeſty 
and Sincerity of our Hearts; not upon the Exactneſs of 
our ſpeculative Notions in Matters of Intricacy and Nic ety, 
but upon the Goedneſs of our Diſpoſitions, particularly our 
©being well affected towards thoſe of our own Frame and 
Nature, kindly diſpoſed towards that Body of which we are 
Members. And Pag. 28. he ſeems to allow the Adyer- _ 
ſaries of Divine Revelation, That Men might poſſibly have 
become good and happy, without having had this extraordi- 
* nary Help.” To the ſame Purpoſe alſo ſee Pag. 29. where 
he ſays, © Will ye confine the abundant Mercy of the great Pas 
© rent of Mankind, to the beſtowing of mere Neceflaries on 
© his Children, and not allow it to reach, even to the beſtow- 
ing of additional Helps, and providing more abundantly for 
* the Fulneſs of their Joy, and the Security of their Hopes ? 


Tuxer paſſages now are all to the ſame Purpole: and do 
in my Judgment contain in them very uncouth and erroneous 
Doctrine. I'm aware however, that his Friends will be rea- 

dy to ſay, That the Doctor's Deſign in theſe Paſſages, is to 
defend Chriſtianity, and to baffle its Adverſaries ; but for my . 
own Share, I'm afraid, that under a Pretence of defending it, 
he is giving it up. And truly, if we may judge of his Prin- 
Giples as to Chriſtianity, by thir two Sermons of his that 855 
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has publiſn d to the World, dis but little of Chrifianigy he f 


will be anxious to defend no more of it than an Arian or 
Soi nian will contend for; and that, in my Opinion, is ſcarce 
worth the defending; for as to the attaining of Life and . 
ternal Salvation, F am fo uncharitable as to think, that an 
Arian, Socinian and Deiſt are much upon the ſame Foot- 


Wx are by Nature Sinners, and ſo expoſed to he Wrath 
and Curſe of GOD, both in this Life, and that which is tö 


come, utterly unable to ſatisfy his Juſtice, by any Thing we a 


can do or ſuffer; and I know of no other Way, ſor my Share, 
to obtain the Pardon of Sin, but by believing in, and truſting 
to the Satisfaction of CHRIST: But how theſe that deny his 


Satisfaction can believe in, or truſt to it, or how theſe that im- 


pugn his true and proper Deity, can belieye his Satisfaction, 
is to me unconceivable ; and therefore Lam far from thinking, - 
with the Doctor, that thoſe judge raſhly of out modern In. 
deli, who judge them not to be in a State of Salvation, be- 
cauſe they reject the Words of our Saviour; nor can I flatter 


them with any Hopes, that the Searcher of Hearts, whoſe 
Mercies are great, will ever ſhew Mercy to them, if they 
continue in their Unbelief. On the contrary, I can aſſure 


them from the Word of GOD, that if they do not believe in 


CHRIST, they ſhall die in their Sins, and periſh eternally 3 


they :ſhall be condemned at the Great Day, by the merciful 
JESUS himſelf; and this will be their Condemnation. Thar 


Light is come into the World, and they bave rejected it, 


and loved DOTS ratber than n n their Deeds 
aver: c Evil, T 4 * 444 . 
tell the Door is unt Gngular.in — 
is, with reſpect to the Salvation of our 


4 — very 
table Opinion of 


modern lafidels ; theres a good Friend of his, who, if 1 
miſtake not, did once, as well as he, come under that great 
Bar againſt a free and impartial Enquiry, namely, the Sub» 
ſcription of our Confeſſion of Faith, who, having ſince been 
emancipated from ſuch Fetters, and got rid of ſuch auk ward 
Reftraints, does plainly declare his Mind upon this Head, ell 
E 2 te 
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tells Infidels upon the Matter, that they are in no Danger at 
all of Damnation, if they be tincere.in their rejecting ſhe Goſpel, 
and if they live up to the Principles which they profeſs to he- 
lieve, See Philoſoph. Eng. Concerningtbe Gonne ction between 
abe Dofrine and Miracles of Cbriſt in a Letter to a Friend, 
printed at London 1731, Page 43. his Words are theſe, 
If you ask me, my Friend, W hat will be the Fate of an Un- 
© believer, living among Chriſtians hereafter? I anſwer, Every 
Man will be judged by his Works. And one who is conſci- 
* ous to himfelf of no Prejudice againft Chriſtianity ;that he has 
*examined-it fairly, and yet cannot help doubting; if at the 
| an" Time ke leads a virtuous and regular Life, has nothing 
L * | 


„ Mäx While, I think tis as evident as any Thing can be, 
chat this Doctrine is directly contrary to that of che holy Scrip - 
tures and our Confeſſion of Faith. See to this Purpoſe, Act 
iv. 12. Neirber is there Salvation in am other; for there 
ii none other Name under Heaven given among Men, 
whereby we muſt be ſaved. And Fobn xiv. 6. Jeſus faith 
wnto bim, Fam the Way, and the” Truth, and the Life: 
No Man cometh into the Father, but byme. And Confeſf. 
Chap. 10. Par. about the Middle, Much leſs can Men, 
not profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, be ſaved in any other 
Way whatſoever, be they never fo. diligent to frame their 
Lives according to the Light of Nature, and the Law of 
tat Religion they profeſs, and te aſſert and maintain that 
$ they may, is pernicious, and to be deteſted. Ah | | 


Ha E the Doctor dnd our Standards claſh ſo evidently, 
chat I perſwade myſelf he and his Friends will be hard put to it 
to reconcile them; and I'm pretty ſure, any Orthodox Senſe 
that can be forc'd upon his Words, will; like the Gloſs of Or- 
deans, deſtroy the Text; for it muſt needs be quite contrary; 
not only to the Meaning of his Words, but to the very 

rit which runs through the whole of his -Diſcourſe ; for: no- 
thing can be mote evident, than that this extenſive Charity, 
of his is grafted upon ſome favourite Principles of the Deiftical 
and Unitarian Farty which he maintains, and of which he 
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ves us a ſew Hints in the Paſſages quoted aboye, particularly 

pre ſays, Page 22. Our Title to the Character, of 
* Chriſtians, is by our bleſſed Saviour put, not upon the Clear- 

* neſs of our Heads, but upon the Honeſty and Sincerity of 
our Hearts; not upon the Etactneſs of our ſpeculative No- 
tions in Matters of Intricacy and. Nicety, but upon the'Good 
©* nieſs of our Diſpoſitions, particularly our being well affected 
to thoſe ot our own Frame and Nature; tindly diſpoſed 
towards the Body of which we are Members. That is to ſay, 
tho' we be never fo much miſtaken as to what we believe, 
or never ſo ignorant of what we ought to know; yet if we 
be honeſt and fincere, if we love our Neighbour, and de 
Acts of Charity and Mercy to him, we need have no Doubt 
of Acceptance with GOD, nor of eternal Salvation. For, 


as theſe of the Doctor's Way ate pleaſed ſometimes to ex- 


preſs themſelves, am Orthodox Faith, at the beſt, is but a dex- 
terous and lucky Way of thinking; but Sincerity, Honeſty, 
and Charity to the Poor is Well doing. But however the 
Doctor and his Friends may flowriſh upon this Head, in 


Commendation of Honeſty; Sincerity and Charity; and how 


much ſoever they may prefer theſe Virtues to Faith, or à 


wund Belief, I mall always be of Opinion, that right believ- 


ing is doing, and Well doing too, for elſe he who believes the 
Goſpel doth nothing at all, or doth am ill Thing : Beſides, 
"is plain from Scripture, that a right Belief is the neceſſary 
Foundation of all Guſpel-Obedience 3 and therefore, whatever 
the Doctor, or thofe of his Way of thinking may imagine, if 
a Man believe not aright concerning JESUS CHRIST, he 
eannot truftin him, nor devote himſelf to him, nor obey him, 
nor do every Thing in his Name, nor make the ſpreading of 
his Honour, and promoting his Intereſt the End of his Life 
all which by the Goſpel we are bound to do, as ever we hope 
to be Partakers of the Inheritance of the Saints in Light — 
I take it therefore io be of vety dangerous Conſequence to 
maintain, as our Author does, That our Title to the Cha- 
racer of Chriſtians is not put upon the Clear neſs of our Heads, 
but upon the Honeſty and Sincerity of our Hearts; por upon 


the Exatneſs of our ſpeculative Notions in Matters of Jatrt- 
5 er and Nicety, but upon the Goodneſs of our os un 


ons, 


FN 
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ons, particularly our being well affe ged to theſe of uy own 
A Frame and Nature. | 


Bur the Root and Foundation of this ori is a yain las 
gination, that the ſupreme, if not the only End of Chriſti» 
anity, is the Welfare of our Neighbour : Whereas it is 
Clear as the Sun at Noon-day, that tho' this be one End, yet it 
is but a meaner and lower one; the chief End of it, as 
J conceive, is the Honour and Glory of GOD, Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, in the Eternal Salvation of our Souls: And 
fure 1 am, one that rejects the Words of our Saviour, for all 
+ his Well-doing, doth not conſult this. Mean while the Doctor 
would conſider, that our Pitle to the Character of Chriſtians, is 
put not only upon the Honeſty and Sincerity of our Hearts, but 
upon the Clearneſs of our Heads too, as he is pleaſed to call 
it ; that is to ſay, our Title to the Character of Chriſtians is 
put upon our Faith in CHRIST, as well as upon our Works 
of Mercy and Charity. See to this Purpoſe, John xvii. 3. 
This is Life eternal, to knom thee the only true GUD, and 
FESUS CHRIST whom thou has ent. 2 2 John g. 
A boſoever tranſgreſſes, and abides not in the Doctrine of 
CHRIST, bath not GOD: He that abideth in the Doc» 
trine of CHRIST, he bath both the Father and the Son, 
Ver. 10. If there come any unto you, and bring not this 

Doctrine, receive bim not into your Houſe, neither bid bim 

GOD ſpeed. Ver. 11. For him that biddeth bim GON 
Jpeed, is Partaker of bis Evil Deeds. In a Word, tis 
plain. from holy Scripture, that whatever Title an Unbeliever 
may (in the Doctor's Opinion) have to the Character of a 
Chriftian, he can have no reaſonable Hopes of eternal Salva- 
tion; while he continues ſuch, notwithſtanding of his good Dif - 
poſitions and Affections towards theſe of his own Frame and 
Nature: For our bleſſed LORD himſelf tells us, John ili. 
18. He that belivetb on him is not condemned; but be that 

zelieveib not, is condemned already, becauſe he bath not 
believed in the Name of the only begotten Son of GOD: 
And Ver. 36. He tbat believetb on the Son, hath everlaſt- 
ing Life : He that believeth not the Son, ſball not ſee Life ; 
but. the Wrath of GOD abideth on him. From all which 
it 
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it appears, that ſo much Knowledge and Clearneſs of Head, 

as is ſufficient to lay a Foundation for Faith in CHRIST, is 
abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation; and therefore I am ſtill of 
Opinion, that theſe who reje& the Words of cur Saviour, and 
abide not in the Doctrine of CHRIST, have not the leaſt 

Reaſon to hope for the Mercy of GOD ; on the contrary, Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel have it in their Commiſſion, to tell e- 
very Creature to whom they preach, that be who believetb 
not ſball be damned. I ſhall only add further here, that when 

our Saviour would expreſs Damnation with an Emphaſis, he 

does it in theſe Words, He ſball bave bis Portion with Unbe- 
hevers, Luke xii. 46. Upon the Whole, as it is certain, 4 
Man cannot have any Title to the Character of. a Chriſtian, 
that is void of Honeſty and Sincerity, and good Diſpoſitions 

towards his Fellow - Creatures; ſo, on the other Hand, a Man 

who knows not GOD in CHRIST, and believes not in him. 

truſts not to his Satisfaction and Merits, is no Chriſtian at all. 

but an Infidel in the Scripture- Stile, and ſo is in a State of Dam- 
nation. To conclude, Knowledge, Faith, and good Works, 
are all of them neceſſary, in order to juſtify our Claim to the 

Character of Chriſtians; and conſequently, they do but little 

Service to Chriſtianity, who ſpeak diſreſpectfully ot any of 
them, as the Doctor here does. 


Bur 'tis no Wonder he talks at this Rate, when we con- 
ſider what he ſeems plainly to inſinuate Page 28. viz. Thar * 
Men might poſſibly haye become good and happy, without the 
extraordinary Help of a Divine Revelation. And to the ſame 
Purpoſe Page 29. he ſpeaks as if he thought the Light of Na- 
ture was ſufficient to diſcever mere Neceſſaries, and that GOD, 
in giving us a Divine Revelation, has only beſtowed ſome ad- 
ditional Helps, whereby he has provided mote abundantly for 
the Fulneſs of our Joy, and the Security of our Hopes: From 
which, it appears, that, according to him, there's not only no 
abſolute Neceſſity for an orthodox Belief, in order to Salva- 
tion, but even no abſolute Neceſſity for a Divine Revelati- 
on at all : For if what the Light of Nature teaches us, be all 
that is merely neceflary, and if Men may poſſibly become 
good and happy without any Thing more, and if the —_— | 

| | p< 
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onal Helps, and to provide more abundantly for the Fulaeſs 
of our Joy, and the Security of our Hopes, then we may be 
ſafe encugh whatever erroneous Opinions we entertain, or 
however ignorant we are of CHRIS T's Perſon, Natures 
and Offices; yea, though we reje& the whole peculiar Doc- 
trines of Chriſtianity, and look upon the glorious Founder of 
our holy Religion, as a Cheat and Impoſtor. . But whatever 
the Doctor may think fit to teach on this Head, I ſhall al- 
ways be of Opinion, that a ſupernatural Revelation is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, in order to the Salvation of loſt Sinners; 
and that becauſe, though the Light of Nature may diſcover 0 
us, that we are in a depraved State, and at Enmity with, 
GOD, yet it doth not give us the leaſt Hint, that GOD will, 
manifeſt his Mercy, ſo as to pardon Sin, and be reconciled to, 
Sinners upon their Repentance ; nay, on the contrary, without, 
a Revelation Man muſt conclude, that GOD will: puniſh him 


for his Sins that are paſt, in Conſequence of his infinite Wi, 


dom, Holineſs and Juſtice. So that as a learned Author“ 
(who deſerves well of the Chriſtian Church for his excellent 
Writings in Defence of Chriſtianity) expreſſes himſelf in this 
depraved State, Man, attentive to bis own Circumſtances,muſt 
have been in a Condition infinitely wretched, the Object of 
the juſt. Indignation of the Almighty, here and hereafter; 
.* helpleſs and bopleſs, becauſe no Defence againſt offended Ju- 
* Nice, and muſt haye continued incapable of Hope. or Com- 


* fort, or of attempting any Means of placating, vr obtaining 


the Protection of the Deity, unleſs the Mercy of GOD, and 
the Acceptance of the Attonement provided, had been re- 
vealed to him, with Evidence of the Authority of that Re. 
velation, ſo convincing as to gain abſolute Belief ; this and 
nothing leſs could reuder Life tolerable,” And ipdeed the 
Sentiments of this learned and worthy Gentleman, who.is an 
Honour to his Country and Mother-church, are very agree . 
able to the Deſcription given of the Caſe and Circumſtances 
of Uabelivers by the inſpired Apoſtle ( Eph. ii. 12. where 
he tells us, that ſuch as are without Chriſt, Aliens from the 
Common-wealth of 1ſrael, and Strangers from the Cove- 
8 nan 
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* Chriſtianity near as old as the Creation, 
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nan of Promiſe, have no Hope, and are without GOD 
in the World) but very diſagreeable to thoſe of our Door, 
expreſs'd in his two printed Sermons, . 


Bur however inconſiſtent Mr. F/iſhart's Doctrine is with 
Truth and Orthodoxy, be is conſiſtent enough with himſelf in 
his Scheme of Principles, ſuch as they are; for as he appears 
to have but a mean Notion of the Necellity of a ſupernatu- 
ral Revelation, ſo he ſeems to have no great Senſe of our 
Original Sin, Corruption, and Depravation by the Fall, as to 
me is evident from what he adyances, Page 32. where, ex- 
horting his Hearers to contribute liberally to the Charity- 
ſchool, for the Benefit of which he was preaching, he tells 
them, among other Things, to induce them to this, That 
* what they gave this Way, was laid out for forming the 
Minds of young Ones to true Goodneſs, and the ſeveral Vir- 
* tues of Piety, Gratitude, Equity, Truth, Humility, and the 
like, which are ſo many Branches and Exerciſes of it, forms 
* ing them thus, while there is the Advantage of a natural 
Kindneſs, and Tenderneſs of Temper to work upon, and to 
* conſpire with the Principles of Reafon and Religion, which 
* may be imploy'd to improve it into a ſettled and prevailing 
« Diſpoſition, a rational and religious Principle in the Soul, 
* while the natural Senſe of Goodneſs is yet, in a great Mex 
* ſure, undebauched; and good Inſtructions and Examples may. 
in ſome Meaſure, take the Start of viuous Habits and Incli- 
nations. | | | 


Now, this I take to be very falſe and erroneous Doctrine, 
contrary to the holy Scripture and our Contefſion of Faith. 
See to this Purpoſe, Rom. viii. 2. The carnal Mind is En- 
mity againſt GOD; and is not ſubject to the Law of GOD; 
neither indeed can it be. Rom. vii. 18. For 1 know that 
in me, tbat is in my Fleſh, dwelleth no good Thing. Colo. 
i. 21. And you that were (gnetime alienated, and Ene- 
mes in your Minds by wicked Works, yet now bath be 
reconciled. And Conſeſ. Cbap. 6. Par. 4. aſſerts, That by 
our original Corruption we are utterly indiſpoſed, diſabled, 
and made oppoſite to all * and wholly inclined to all 

Evil, 
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Evil. We may judge then, with what Truth the Doctor aß 


firms, That the natural Senſe of Goodneſs in Children is yets 
in a great Meaſure, undebauch'd, and how far good Inftruc- 
tions and Examples may take the Start of vitious Habits and 
Inclinations. For my Share, if we be utterly indiſpoſed, dif- 
abled; and made oppoſite to all that's good, I am of Opinion; 
That what the Doctor calls a natural Senſe of Goodneſs in 
us, is not only in a great Meaſure, but wholly debauched; and 
if we are wholly inclined to all Evil, if the natural Miad in 

an is Enmity againſt GOD, I cannot conceive how good In 
ſtructions and Examples can, in any Meaſure, get the Start, not 
only of vitious Habits, but even of vitious Inclinations : But 
it is plain, the Doctor has no Notion of the original Corrup- 


tion of Children; for neither in this, nor his other Sermon, 


when he is ſpeaking of their Education and Inſtruction, does 


he take any Manner of Notice of it, or ever deſire Parents to 


put them in Mind of it; yea, when he is addreſſing them himſelf 
he ſpeaks to them as if they were either innocent, or already 
converted and renewed by the Grace and Spirit of GOD; as 
you may ſee from his own Words, near the Foot of that 
Page, Let me addreſs myſelf to your good Nature, &c.“ 


One would have thought he might have ſpoken to them of 


the Corruption of their Nature, and have endeavoured to im- 
preſs them with a Senſe of it, that ſo they might have ſeen the 


Neceſlity of Regeneration and Converſion : But this is not a- 


greeable io our Doctor's Plan of Education; this with him is 
to inculcate on them the Shibboleth of a Party, and to make 
them acquainted with Matters of Intricacy and Nicety, that 
are perplexed and hard to be underſtood. Mean while I am 
perſuaded, 'tis' among the firſt Things Parents ſhould incul- 
cate upon their Children, that they are by Nature ſinful and cor- 
rupt ; and that, in Conſequence of this, unleſs they are born 


again, they cannot enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, 


Ap thus now I have made ſome few Obſeryations upon 


Nr. Hiſbart's two Srmons - whether they are ſufficient to 
ſhew, that it is not expedient for the Reverend Synod or Aſ- 


ſembly to concur with his Call to be a Minifter of Edin- 
burgb, or order that Presbytery to do ſo, the World muſt 


judge * 


* 


ts 
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2 judge. For my own Part, I think they are more chan ſuf-/ 4 

s ficient for this Purpoſe; yea, I think, if he was a Miniſter of | 

. this Church, the Errors contained in his Sermons, are of ſuch 1 

: a Nature and Tendency, -as would deſerve a very high Cen- 1 
5 F | 


> . 
Fd 


n I ſhall only add, that conſidering the preſent Mtuation of 
d this Church, and that there are ſome, both Miniſters and 
1 People, who have made what they call a Seceſſion from her, it 
* would be very imprudent in the Reverend Synod of Lothian | 


t and Tweddale, or the General Aſſembly of the Church of 

it Seottand, to furniſn them with a new and ſtronger Reaſon for | 
9 their Seceſſion and diviſive Courſes, than any that in my Opi- S } 
N, nion they yet have, by obliging the Presbytery of Edin- | 
burgh to concur with a Call to One, who has openly in Print | 
0 contradicted our Standards, and ſtrenuouſly pleads for a Li- ; 

. berty to every one to do ſo without Controul. | 
as I conclude, with my hearty Prayer to the Father of Lights, 

ab that he may guide all the Judicatories of this Church, and par- 

ticularly the enſuing Synod and Aſſembly, by his Holy and 

of ;. unerring Spirit, and that he may inſpire the ſeveral Members 

N- of them more and more with a hearty Zeal for Truth, Peace 

ne and Holineſs. N 5 Ny. on 
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POSTSCRIPT, 


INC E the following Sheets were ſent to the Preſs, I 
had tranſmined me by a Friend from Edinburgh, a, - 
Copy of the Magiſtrates Caſe, in which there are a. 
Variety of Aſſertions and Infinuations, that ſeem to 
bear very hard upon the Reverend Presbytery, The Authors, 

have uſed a good deal of Freedom with them, in painting, 
them out very oddly ; but I reckon this has been owing to the 

Weakneſs of their Cauſe, and the want of ſolid Arguments 
that they have uſed ſo many hard Words: But whatever be 
in this, it is not my Buſineſs to undertake a Defence of the 
ſeveral Sieps of that Reverend Judicatory's Conduct, they are 
very well able to do it themſelves, and I make no Doubt but 
they will do it, to the atisfaction of the Reverend Synod. 
I have the Honour to be particularly acquainted with ſome o 
them, and have always looked upon them as Perſons of quite 
another Stamp, than in this Caſe they are repreſented to be. 


THE only Thing that is incumbent on me to notice, is, 
How far what the learned Lawiers have advanced on the Head 
of Doctrine ſerves to take off the Force of my Obſervations ? 
And. truly I am apt to think that any Thing they have ſaid is 
to very little Purpoſe this way; they ſeem either not to have 
under ſtood, or not to be willing to underſtand the State of the 
Queſtion ; and tho” they reflect ſeverely upon the Presby- 
tery, tor being of Popiſh and perſecuting Principles, yet they 
themſelves maintain and aſſert, ina very peremptory Manner, 
the Principles of Hobbes, which lay a Foundation for the ſe- 
vereft Perſecution imaginable, as any one may ſee, who” will 


take the Trouble to compare. w hat they lay, Page 18. of tneir 


printed Caſe, with what we meet with in Hobbes 4 cive, 
from Clap. 12. 10 the End of that Book, 
Fox 


- 


9 
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pok my own Fart, I abominate the Prineiples both of the 
Papiſts and Mr. Hobbes upon this Head, and that becauſe 
both of them lay a Foundation for the moſt crue) and bloody 
* Perſecution; but at the ſame Time I ſee no Reaſon for going 
over to the Camp of Collins, Tindal, or other modern De- 
ifts ; there is a Mids, a good old Way, as I conceive, which 
the Compilers of our Confeſſion of Faith fell in with, where- 


by they have ſhunned ſuch Principles as lay a Foundation, either 


for Perſecution or Libertiniſn. The Principles they have 
founded their Doctrine, as to the Power of the Civil Magi-. 
ſtrate, upon, are ſuch as theſe, viz, That there is a real Dif- 


ference between Truth and Error, as real as there is between 


2dly, Conſidering that COD has given us a Revelation of 
his Mind and Will in his Word, we are no more at Liberty to 
believe, as we pleaſe, than to live as we liſt. | | 


3dly, A right Faith as to the great and fundamental Ar. 
| ticles of our holy Religion, is as neceſſary, in order to our 
glorifying and enjoying of GOD, as a good Practice is, 


4tbly, Theſe who maintain groſs Errors and Hereſies, do 


as really diſhondur GOD, as theſe that live wicked Lives. 


 sthly, Chriſtian Magiſtrates are appointed by GOD, not on- 


ly for the Good of the Society, but for his own Glory: And 
therefore, ; | | 

Gthls, They are bound in the Diſcharge of that Truſt com- 
mitted to them by the XK ING Kings, to puniſh ſuch as 
| diſhonour GOD, fuitably to the Nature and Degree of the 
Offence, as well as thoſe who are guilty of Matters of 
Wrong and wicked Lewdneſs, whereby their Neighbours are 


injured. Yea further, they are to reſtrain and puniſh the vent 


ing of erroneous Opinions, for this very Reaſon, becauſe 
they are diſhenouring to GOD, tho' the Venters of them be 
otherwiſe good Members of Society. Upon theſe and the 
like Principles, I made my Obſeryations on the Doctor's Ser- 
mons, and upon theſe and the like Principles, they may be de- 

| | tended 
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trinat Part ofthe Magiſtrates Caſe: Butas my Correſpondent ; 
- has info e that the Members of the Presbytery hayre 


ſome Difficulty ) come at à Copy or two of this 
and are deſigned to anſwer it as toon as poſſible, 1 
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"x wal "I further to here, FOI ihe PRI 
learned Lawiers put upon the Dpctor's Words, Huge 34. of * 
bis Reformation Sermon, is ſo manifeſtly inconfiſtent Witt 
the evident and natura Conſtruction of the Words t 
ſelves, that to me it is a convincing Proof, they have been 
hard put to it, to defend what he there ſays, with reſpect to- 
the. Awe of future Rewards and Puniſntmients; ; for ir ar Plank I 
£&SAkine> thac the Thing he there blames Parents for, is, 


the not explaining the. Nature and Juſtice wf Future Rewurds 
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